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AGRITOURISM on working farms
Any activity carried out on a farm or ranch that allows members of 
the general public, for recreational, entertainment, or educational 
purposes, to view or enjoy rural activities, including farming, 
ranching, historic, cultural, harvest-your-own activities, or natural 
activities and attractions. An activity is an agritourism activity 
whether or not the participant paid to participate in the activity. 
GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF NORTH CAROLINA | SESSION 2005

SESSION LAW 2005-236
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HOW BENEFICIAL IS 
AGRITOURISM?
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UNDERSTAND THE BENEFITS 
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WHY IS IT IMPORTANT TO 
UNDERSTAND THE BENEFITS 
OF AGRITOURISM? 

PROFITABILITY
-Even farm revenue stream
-Meet $ obligations
-Maximize farm resources
-Post harvest revenue
-Diminish catastrophic event impact

THE BOTTOM LINE IS THE BOTTOM LINE



WHY IS IT IMPORTANT TO 
UNDERSTAND THE BENEFITS 
OF AGRITOURISM? 

THE FAMILY FARM & YOUR WAY OF LIFE
-Employ family members
-Keep the family farm
-Enhance family quality of life

THE BOTTOM LINE IS THE BOTTOM LINE



WHY IS IT IMPORTANT TO 
UNDERSTAND THE BENEFITS 
OF AGRITOURISM? 

MARKETING (Is like a hungry animal!)
-Increase sales of farm products directly to the consumer, maximizing 
profitability (value -added too)
-Enhance service to current customers (80/20 rule)
-Gain new customers (43% word-of-mouth)
-Educate the public about the benefits of agriculture 

THE BOTTOM LINE IS THE BOTTOM LINE



THE BIG WHY?  

To create revenue-producing 
opportunities for farms through 
visitor experiences to 
ÕÌÔÉÍÁÔÅÌÙȣ

Preserve the farmland.

Inspire our children and 
grandchildren to farm.

Develop community vibrancy.



SUCCESS IN AGRITOURISM REQUIRES:
Your compelling farm story.

Å Value of your farm as destination (vs. location)

Å Worthwhile visitor activities

Å Follow regulations and focus locally to boost community

Å Provide experiences of a lifetimeto visitors

Å Excellent staff

Å Profit for farm



HOW? USE WHAT YOU HAVE & WHAT YOU KNOW
Barnyard Animals . Fiber Animals . Farm Riding Trails  . Walking Trails . Crafts . Camping . Bird 

Watching . Fishing . Hunting . Farm Stays or Bed & Breakfast .  Country Cabins . Retreats . Hay Rides . 
Crop Mazes . Pumpkin Patches . Historic Farms . Quilt Barns & Trails . Reunions . Museums. 

Workshops . Festivals . Holiday Events . Christmas Trees . Pick Your Own Produce . Roadside Stands . 
Nurseries . Flowers . Picnics . Parties . Weddings  & Receptions . School Field Trips . Summer Camps . 

Farm Vacations . Slow Food Dining or Farm to Table Dining . Vineyards . Wineries

Your idea! Families WILL invest in your farm.



WHO?

Is the face of the farm?

Is the audience?



WHAT?
What exists on your farm today 
that could grow into a vibrant 
Agritourism activity that you can 
translate into a CUSTOMER 
EXPERIENCE OF A LIFETIME?

What makes your farm special?

Turn farm features into benefits.


